Fellowship of Chivalry-Now, Constitution (Draft – March 18, 2010)

Assertion

That Nature’s Law instills in us a sense of obligation, independent of social dictates, comprises the heart of Chivalry-Now. 

When people of good faith respond to this sense of obligation, it produces a desire to partake in something greater than themselves. Responding to this desire results in a more authentic and dynamic experience of life – a Quest for meaning, self-development and purposeful living. By encountering life’s spontaneity in a quest-like manner, positive freedom is attained and true nobility acquired. Intuitively, we seek the highest good, and thirst for a better world, a world forged by intellect, justice, and compassion – enjoyed by all, exploited by none.

Whereas Western culture has well-articulated this vision in the past, the purpose of Chivalry-Now is to reclaim an appropriate version of what has been lost, for the betterment of the world. We believe that this philosophy will generate the kind of thoughtful good will and action that will produce a profound improvement in every aspect of life, personal, social and international.

With this Constitution, we dedicate our world-wide fellowship to serve as a Reservoir of Conscience for open-minded people who wish to join us in that endeavor.

Declaration

In pursuing this mission, we formally vest the propagation and well-being of our philosophy to the formation of an association called the Fellowship of Chivalry-Now. The purpose of this fellowship is to develop, articulate and carry to fruition the goals and ideals associated with Chivalry-Now. Its membership is committed to protect the spirit of this philosophy, based on the 12 Trusts, by safeguarding not only its stated ideals but the autonomy of its members within that charge. Each member, simultaneously, remains committed to his or her own Quest for Truth. 

The Fellowship of Chivalry-Now is not a chivalric order, or fashioned on the form of any military, religious or civic order. Its purpose is to provide unique fellowship, assistance and an organized foundation for those who find the tenets of Chivalry-Now to be a serious, personal calling. We welcome honorable Knights, Companions, associations and like-minded individuals from around the world who are suitably interested in Chivalry-Now.

It is duly noted that this philosophy was developed from an historically-based male code of ethics. Because the commitment and adherence of this philosophy includes Truths that are universally relevant, membership in the Fellowship of Chivalry-Now appreciatively welcomes women as well as men. Women are encouraged to express their views from their own valuable perspective, equal to, and symbiotic with, those of men. 

Chivalry-Now

Chivalry-Now is more than another code of chivalry or ethics. It is a compilation and synthesis of certain Western ideals rooted in antiquity, and contributed to by a legacy of great minds. Part of its goal is to continue to evolve to maintain its relevance for a changing world.

The 12 Trusts

The 12 Trusts are a non-sectarian code of chivalric principles compiled to provide a suitable foundation for reference, development and organization. While they are complete in themselves, and honored as such, fellows may adopt their own codes of ethics, which will be equally honored, so long as they reflect the true spirit of chivalry.

Articles

Article 1—Statement of Purpose 

Section 1—The Purposes of the Fellowship of Chivalry-Now

1. To serve as a catalyst to promote certain ideals and principles developed from Western philosophical traditions, including classical antiquity, medieval chivalry, the Age of Reason, existentialism, and others; 

2. To express the heart, depth, and unity of those ideals and principles as a cultural stimulus that will expand and perpetuate them for the benefit of all; 

3. To bring people of good faith into honorable fellowship, so that inspiration can be  shared, encouragement found, and good deeds performed: 

4. To officially recognize persons who are dedicated advocates of Chivalry-Now as Companions and Knights, who, while following their own unique paths, express the ideals of chivalry wherever they go. 

5. To serve as in honorable relationship with separate groups and orders that wish to affiliate with the larger Chivalry-Now community. 

Article 2—Organization

Section 1—Companionship 

The widest circle of fellowship is comprised by the Companionship of Chivalry-Now, where interested parties partake in supportive friendship and learn the deeper meaning of this philosophy. Entry is by invitation only. Companions are considered Knights-in-training, even if they do not declare themselves as such, or participate in the Path for Knighthood. Under normal circumstances, one must be a Companion before applying for the Path to Knighthood, or becoming a Knight under the criteria of the Fellowship of Chivalry-Now.

Section 2—Council of Knights 

The Council of Knights of Chivalry-Now consists of those Companions recognized for their moral character, understanding and advocacy of Chivalry-Now principles, using the 12 Trusts as guidelines, and are bequeathed the title of Knights-Errant by at least two Knights of the Council. They will serve as official consultants, representatives and ambassadors of Chivalry-Now. As Knights-Errant, they shall be fully committed to chivalry, and swear as such, after suitable evaluation. 

Section 3—Disclaimer

Members of the Companionship, at every level, are free agents and therefore autonomous in their actions. The Council of Knights, and the Companionship in part or as a whole, does not assume responsibility for the words or deeds of any member.
Section 4—Inner Council of Knights 

All final powers of oversight and direction of the Fellowship of Chivalry-Now, including the Council of Knights, and the Companionship as a whole, will rest in the hands of the Inner Council of Knights, consisting of senior Knights who have proven their dedication, understanding and administrative capacities. The Inner Council will consist of no more than five (5) Knights, including, when possible, at least one (1) Knight of the Kairos. These numbers may change over time, according to need. New members of the Inner Council will be chosen by a majority Inner Council decision. Barring impeachment, expulsion or willful retirement, requested in writing, membership is for life

Section 5—Dissociation 

1. An Inner Council Knight may be impeached (investigated) and removed from office by majority vote within the Inner Council. Expulsion requires nothing more than a significant disgraceful act, or teaching views contrary to the meaning and spirit of Chivalry-Now, recognized by majority vote. The impeached Knight does not vote in these proceedings. No action will be taken without majority vote.

2. A Council Knight (Errant or otherwise), who brings dishonor to the ideals of Chivalry-Now, or to the Council of Knights, can have his or her relationship with the Council formally severed. Such action will not be taken lightly, and can only be decreed by a majority vote of the Inner Council of Knights. Unless the reason for dissociation is grievous, dissociation may be avoided through admonishment and mutually agreed reconciliation.

3. A Council Knight can withdraw from the Council at any time, by request.

4. A dissociated Knight remains a Knight, and must live with the consequences of his or her actions, as everyone must.

Article 3—Knighthood 

As part of the accolade, membership in the Council of Knights may also be conferred, along with all powers and responsibilities that accompany such membership. Although Knighthood is what a particular Knight makes of it, it forever represents a strong personal commitment that should not be taken or given lightly.

Because of the autonomous nature of Chivalry-Now, we recognize categories of Knighthood that denote personal commitments or inclinations rather than formal orders, with the exception of one, Knights of the Kairos, which include special vows. It is understood that there may be considerable overlap between the categories. Titles should not be considered limiting in any way. 

Section 1—Knights Errant, Knights of Areté

Knights, or Knights-Errant, are considered the elite corps of members within our Fellowship. The title formally recognizes them as committed advocates of Chivalry-Now. They are usually considered members of the Council of Knights, so long as they remain in good standing. In all respects, however, they remain autonomous and responsible for their own deeds, as freedom allows and conscience dictates. The normal procedure for acquiring Knighthood is for a Companion to graduate from the Path to Knighthood Program along, along with the evaluation/recommendation of two (2) Council Knights. Exceptions to this rule are possible. It is within the power of any Knight to administer the accolade to a worthy candidate, but this should not be done frivolously. When possible, the usual channels should be used, including the Path to Knighthood. Knights-Errant are considered Knights of Areté, who dedicate themselves to self-development for the highest good.

Section 2—Minimum age for Knighthood to be granted

The minimum age for Knighthood is 21 years. 

Section 3—Esquires 

Persons between the ages of 18 and 21, deemed worthy of Knighthood by two Knights of the Council, usually, but not always, through the Path to Knighthood Program, shall be designated Esquires. They will be attached to particular mentor Knight, who will vouch for them and call for their appointment at the required age of twenty-one (21), so long as they remain part of the Companionship in good standing. Esquires may be called upon for special duties, and, with permission, may represent their mentor Knights in Council.

Section 4—Knights of Aletheia

The title Knight of Aletheia denotes a knightly commitment to the search for and dissemination of Truth. It represents a dedication to learning for those Council Knights who feel called to study, contemplation, teaching and/or scholarly research. As with all categories of Knighthood, autonomy is respected. Although generous allowance is recognized to encourage a free exercise of the intellect, teachings will be subject to criticism by other Knights and Companions. 

This designation, as are all others, is voluntary. If a Knight of the Council decides to adopt this commitment, he or she must inform the Knights of the Inner Council for recognition. Nothing else is required.

Section 5—Knights of Ordo Mundi

The title Knight of Ordo Mundi denotes a knightly commitment to issues of the environment. Such a Knight embraces the discipline of simple living, and is dedicated to preserving the world we live in through his or her actions and lifestyle. The Knight of Ordo Mundi serves as a model for a healthy relationship with the Earth in personal life and, through this commitment, may teach others as well.

This designation, as all others, is both autonomous and voluntary. If a Council Knight wishes to make this commitment, he or she must inform the Knights of the Inner Council for their recognition. Nothing else is required.

Section 6—Knights of the Kairos

The title Knights of the Kairos, or Kairos Knights, denotes a special commitment to actively promote the advancement of Chivalry-Now ideals into Western culture. For such a Knight, it represents a fusion of Quest and mission centered on the Kairos, by contributing to those factors that initiate change from a broad point of view. Knights of the Kairos may work singly or in conjunction with other Kairos Knights, and may seek assistance from Council Knights and Companions as well.

Candidates must express a focused desire to commit themselves to this mission, and have proven themselves self-disciplined and knowledgeable enough to discharge their self-appointed functions.

This designation represents a deep voluntary commitment. If a Knight of the Council is interested in making this commitment, he or she must express both interest and intent to the Knights of the Inner Council. A twenty (20) day consideration period follows. If no Inner Council Knight objects to this commitment, the Knight Errant is asked if he or she still wants this mission, which is considered for life. If the answer is solemnly yes, they will administer the title of recognition, announce the advancement, and provide future consultation as requested.

The Knight of the Kairos is differentiated from other Knights by certain requirements in the form of solemn vows:

· Strong commitment to the 12 Trusts.

· Deep understanding of Esoterica.

· A life of simplicity. 

· Complete abstinence from alcohol or illegal drugs.

· A commitment to mission-related learning.

· Propagation of the Chivalry-Now principles through effort and example.

· Safeguarding the principles of Chivalry-Now for posterity.

These vows form a lifelong commitment, and must not be taken lightly. All members of the Companionship hold the following statement in deep respect:

“If only one Knight of the Kairos lives, Chivalry-Now survives, whether hidden or in public, and will rise again.”

Section 7—Powers, Rights and Responsibilities of Knighthood

The investiture of Knighthood confers the following Powers, Rights and Responsibilities:

1. Knighthood is a solemn commitment to the philosophy of Chivalry-Now, dedicated to the principles exemplified by the 12 Trust, along with personal liberation and its corollary, personal responsibility. 

2. It confers membership into the Council of Knights, which gives each member of good-standing a respected voice in the future of this fellowship. Each Knight within the Council is considered a brother or sister to all other members. Advice may be requested or given within this fellowship. Members may choose to work with one another on special projects.

3. Each Knight has the power to extend the Knightly accolade to worthy candidates. Normal procedure calls for the affirmation of two Council Knights in good standing. The accolade must never be given lightly, or for recompense, or to a person deemed unworthy or unknowledgeable in the ways of Chivalry-Now. A certificate of membership and Knighthood is issued following the accolade.

4. A Knight in good standing who exemplifies the meaning of Chivalry-Now, and accepts the responsibility, may be inducted into the Inner Council of Knights for administrative purposes. 

5. Every Knight is considered an elite representative of Chivalry-Now, and is required to take that commitment seriously. He or she should conduct his or her life with proper consideration of this at all times. On occasion, chivalric vows should be repeated and contemplated to keep them fresh in mind.

6. While the autonomy of Knighthood connotes freedom, it also calls for the most serious of responsibilities, that of upholding the ideals of Chivalry-Now, and living according to standards directly experienced through Nature’s Law.

7. Autonomy will always be respected. No one will be coerced to do anything.

8. Any Knight, at any time, may withdraw from membership in the Council of Knights.

Section 8—Unaffiliated Knights 

People who are deemed Knights outside of the parameters of  this Companionship, according to chivalric orders or groups, or through Royal decree or inheritance, will have their titles recognized by this Companionship. If any of them join this Companionship, his or her title will be honored, but membership to the Council of Knights will be withheld. Any future appointment may be decided by Inner Council Knights, or through the Path to Knighthood Program.

Article 4—Recognition of derivations and independence from religious and national alignments

Section 1

While recognizing Christian and Islamic influences on the development of chivalry during the late Middle Ages, Chivalry-Now aligns itself with no particular religion, or religion per se. It welcomes men and women of any or no faith into its fellowship, so long as they honor the general principles of the 12 Trusts.

Section 2

Chivalry-Now recognizes and honors its European heritage, especially during the classical, medieval, renaissance and Age of Enlightenment periods. As a Western ethic, however, it does not fall into the possession of any particular race, nation or national creed, and welcomes open-minded people of all ethnicities.

Article 5—Traditions

Traditions have their value in providing a continuity of meaningful symbolism over time.

· For every group meeting of Companions, whether in friendship, discussion groups, or workshops, whenever possible and convenient, leave one chair empty to remember those warriors who passed before us, those who are unable to attend, and those who will someday follow. Like the Siege Perilous of the Round Table, it also represents the possibility of the perfect Knight. 

· As a personal or group tradition, light a single candle and recite the 12 Trusts. The fire represents human energy, dissipating light and warmth into a world otherwise lost in the darkness of ignorance. 

· When possible, members should meet in a circular formation, in memory of King Arthur’s Round Table.

· To reflect its Western heritage, the following is adopted as the official salute: A clasped fist to the chest (over the heart) to denote sincerity, and a short bow of the head to denote humility.

· Any chivalric order wishing to affiliate itself with this fellowship will provide a written statement explaining its purpose and intended relationship toward Chivalry-Now. The Council of Knights will evaluate and then decide if affiliation is appropriate of not, and then notify the applicant.

Article 6—Constitutional Amendments

If the Council of Knights finds it necessary to amend this Constitution, it will be up to a sponsoring Knight to compose the Amendment and recommend it to the Council. The Amendment will be published on the web site for 20 days prior to vote, or a time period agreed upon by the Inner Council, no less than 20 days, to allow discussion. On the day following the discussion period, a vote will be held among Council members. If approved, and not subsequently vetoed by a unanimous decision of the Inner Council, it will be added to the Constitution as a formal Amendment. Companions who are not Knights, may voice their opinions, but have no vote.

The amendment can be vetoed by a majority vote of the Inner Council.

