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Esoterica 
Chivalry-Now's Esoterica consists of historical concepts that powerfully contributed to rise of Western civilization. They represent a progression of philosophical thought that shaped our ideas of freedom, truth, reason and virtue, which also form the foundation of Chivalry-Now. Unfortunately, these concepts have almost been forgotten in the popular culture, causing a separation from our highest ideals. Without them, our understanding of ourselves as a people becomes incomplete.
    Chivalry-Now hopes to repair this situation by returning what was lost.
    Whereas the 12 Trusts provide a code of ethics capable of transforming people and society, and is sufficient in itself, Esoterica offers a depth of understanding and inspiration for those seeking the full depth of this way of life.
    Esoterica introduces certain concepts that place our own individual quests in a wider context:
· It identifies Kairos as a significant time of cultural transformation that might be described as an evolutionary leap of consciousness. 
· It points out that areté, a combination of reason, virtue and compassion, reflects the primary characteristics of the human species. The purpose of culture is to promote the excellent functioning of these attributes. 
· Ordo Mundi places us in a proper relationship with nature, which is vital to our efforts in safeguarding the planet that we live on.
· Telos reveals the inner aim of our moral instinct, and sets the goals for personal development. While the idea of telos might seem to contend with today's theory of evolution, the fact that the human mind can think and decide its own direct reasserts its place in scientific reality.
· Anagnorisis denotes the kind of personal change that happens when our conscious minds open up to a more immediate and direct relationship with truth.
· Aletheia is a conceptualizing of truth in a subjective/objective manner that anagnorisis produces.
While these concepts reflect traditional Western philosophical ideas, some of them ancient, Chivalry-Now unites them in the construction of a new system of thought capable of healing today’s culture.
    Esoterica offers a bridge between a world shaped largely by illusion, to a place where the essence of truth becomes approachable, where symbols reveal their meaning, and myth serves as our guide. Here the secret of the Grail becomes more concrete; Arthur and his Knights foreshadow the heroism that abides in us all; Camelot opens our eyes to the Golden City that we are called to build. For all we know we are on the threshold of a new Kairos. Esoterica prepares us for this by preserving what is best in our culture in order to fulfill it.
   Whereas the 12 Trusts provide the focal point of the Chivalry-Now fellowship, Esoterica forms the learning basis for Companions. They are considered a preparation for Knighthood, in that they give Chivalry-Now a historical context that every Knight should be adept at explaining.
    The following articles introduce the Esoterica concepts, which are expounded in more detail in our textbook for Knighthood, The Deeper Quest.
Aletheia & Anagnorisis 

For most of us, our first real encounter with chivalry was a quiet yet extraordinary experience, like solving a mystery filled with answers to questions that have haunted us deep in our subconscious. We feel an immediate connection.
    The words, the ideas, the symbols, ring with familiarity—meaningful, yet ancient, predating our physical selves, shaped by a thousand generations from the past, yet relevant to here and now. It seems like a forgotten memory that reminds us of an ancient heritage, our noble ancestry. Once that remembrance is made, if it is duly recognized and honored, it is unlikely that our lives will ever be the same.
    There is a stirring of identity, an awakening that promises a truer grasp of reality. Here we find elements of Truth that destiny calls for us to recognize. They reveal the illusions around us for what they are, the tragic flaws we were told to believed in that constantly lead in the wrong direction.
    The words that chivalry attracts us with are deceptively simple: justice, courtesy, defending those in need, forgiveness, self-development for the greater good, humility. So different from the make-believe values pressed upon us by the marketplace. How long we ignored or undervalued them previously—and yet here they are, unveiled with sudden value. Our own significance, even the survival of the world, seems contingent on bringing them to life
    This awakening of who we are and what we can be, is no small thing.
    We find a name for this awakening from ancient Greece: anagnorisis (a- nog- 'NOR-esis), a sudden insight that changes one's perception completely, not only of the world but of oneself. It is a moment when Truth unveils itself to our conscious minds, and intrinsically reshapes our identity.
    In drama, anagnorisis represents the moment when the hero experiences a personal transformation in light of truths or events that were previously hidden. Aristotle, in his Poetics, considered this an essential ingredient of tragedy, an awakening, or climax brought on by new awareness. Like its philosophical counterpart, anagnorisis provokes a change in one's perception of the world and of self. In Chivalry-Now, we view this as an awakening of our moral centers that are part of us already.
    Encountering truth becomes a transformative act that completes who we are.
    This accounts for the strong affinity that most people feel toward chivalry and the 12 Trusts. Here we find fundamental concepts that describe who we are as a species, concepts that endow human worth and dignity and lead us on our own unique path.
    What is this Truth that anagnorisis wakens us to? Could it be something other than a mere accumulation of fact?
    The Greek founders of Western Civilization grappled with similar questions more than two millennia ago. Through anagnorisis, we unite with their legacy and timeless resolve. The word they used for this provocatively inspiring Truth is Aletheia (a-LEE-thē-a).
    In its etymology, Aletheia describes Truth as unhidden; no longer concealing that which is evident. Anagnorisis is the sudden, transformative unveiling of this truth, that was previously not recognized for what it is.
     Think back. Is that not how you felt when chivalry first quickened your heart?
    If Truth is that which is evident, or unhidden, and yet we need to be awakened to it, the question becomes how we previously failed to see it. What distracted us, or distorted our perception? Illusions? Misconceptions? Believing that we had all the answers already? Juggling a host of values that contradict one another? Surrendering our powers of discernment in order to satisfy social expectations?
    The inclusiveness of Truth makes it naturally "unhidden," but overwhelming so. It exists right before us all the time—self-manifest, yet difficult to grasp by our own limitations of thought. Our busy, calculating minds smear it with decorations and contradictory ideas. We further conceal it with traditions that have lost their relevance. But there it is every moment of the day! We exist in it. We are part of it. There is no escape other than ignorance, distraction or surrendering to ennui.
    There are rich etymologies for the word Aletheia, which add further meaning. The first, as discussed earlier, is "a state of not being hidden." This can be also be translated as remembering, suggesting that Truth is something we call back into consciousness, something that returns to enhance our perception. We recognize it with a pull of familiarity and kinship that resembles personal memory.
    Another definition suggests a not-death-experience. If Truth is regarded as not-death, it must surely be seen as a clearer, more direct experience of life. It provides the here and now of authenticity, an active relationship between subject and object that provokes the awakening of anagnorisis.
    The initial attraction we feel toward chivalry might be accounted for as more than curiosity or momentary fancy. It is an open door to self-discovery. Understanding this, we are more likely to step inside.
    The opposite of Aletheia is falsehood, deception—a state bordering on oblivion that comes from not knowing (or not remembering) who we are, living instead as something small and frustratingly inauthentic.
    Fully recognizing Truth, in the depth of our being, is a life-transforming experience. It awakens our personal depth, which is part of us already. We see the world as if scales have fallen from our eyes. We experience Aletheia as not-death in that the experience of Truth brings a shaper, more focused experience to life.
    Aletheia reminds us that we can be more than what we are at the moment, which might be small and transitory. We can represent ideals that give birth to true nobility.
Areté
The word areté (pronounced AH-ree-tay in English, and a-ree-tee, rolling the “r,” in Greek), the heraldic motto or battle-cry of Chivalry-Now, hearkens back to ancient Greek philosophy.
     Simply put, areté is a concept that refers to the excellent performance of an attribute for which a thing or species is recognized. For a bird it might be flying. For a horse, running. A firefly, how brightly it glows.
     Examining the areté of human nature, Greek philosophers concluded that certain abilities stood out as examples of excellence. Chief among them were virtue, compassion, and the rational mind. When a person strongly reflects those qualities, morally and intellectually, he or she is said to exhibit the areté of human nature. Although there is no exact translation for the word in English, it has often been translated as the highest virtue or the greatest good.
     Ancient philosophers expressed their ideas of areté into the surrounding culture and influenced it accordingly. Just being aware of the concept of areté, with its accompanying ideals, inspired people to do their best. One need only look at the incredible accomplishments of Classical Greece to appreciate this. In two short centuries, it laid the foundations for the future development of all the sciences, Western philosophy, democracy, art, poetry and medicine. A large portion of what we deem indigenous to Western Civilization traces its roots back to those ancient people who worked to exemplify areté.
     As we ponder ways of repairing today's culture, it helps to understand the concept of areté and apply it to our daily lives. Just introducing the word into the popular vocabulary provides a tangible step in getting people to think about who they are, and who they can become.
     In this respect, there is no better concept to represent the essence of Chivalry-Now. 
     The areté we promulgate begins with consciousness, the living awareness that gives birth to the rational mind, to awareness and the appreciation of virtue, to self-development, compassion, and service to others. Responsible consciousness is the foundation of authenticity, integrity and personal freedom. As the living vehicle of conscience, it provides the heart of moral justice and self-reflection. All of this comes from within, from the experience of life itself. To impose it from outside of the individual is to lose it altogether. In this respect, culture should serve more as a mid-wife than disciplinarian.
     Chivalry-Now believes in the human potential that areté unveils—potential that can transform us into people who question and pull away from stale beliefs, who think for themselves and do what is right. Here we find the truest, most cost effective approach to social change and personal fulfillment.
     We encourage you to explore the potential areté offers and make it part of your vocabulary. Feel comfortable with its implications. Talk about it with other people. Cultural change begins with taking a first step.
Reason

From its inception, Chivalry-Now projected how chivalry would have evolved as an ethical code if it had survived as a living ethic from medieval times. This means a code or philosophy that continued to shape itself over time, adapting to the constant increase of knowledge as new ideas compete with old, continuing to change the world in which we live. It is hoped that this philosophy continues to adapt as necessary.
    An historic landmark in this evolution was provided by the Age of Enlightenment, which served as a transformative bridge between medieval mindsets and modern society. This philosophical movement, arising from the European Renaissance, focused on the potential of the mind in understanding the world and human nature. Ignorance and superstition were being challenged as never before, replaced by an enthusiastic sense of curiosity. Experimentation led to one new discovery after the other, suggesting an unlimited capacity for human understanding.
    To those who responded, intellectual excitement filled the air. Wealthy elites like Thomas Jefferson, and self-educated thinkers like Benjamin Franklin, opened their minds to a variety of studies, including astronomy, architecture, philosophy, engineering, and agricultural science. They went so far as to fashion a new form to government based on elected representation and human rights. For them, philosophy was more than intellectual conjecture. It opened doors to freedom and self-determination. It removed religious and secular hierarchies from seats of power, and replaced them with democratic fervor. Their optimism for humanity is difficult for us to imagine today.
    The Age of Enlightenment was also know as the Age of Reason. It convinced people that clear thinking and experimentation can lead to incredible social and technological achievements. Diseases could be effectively combated and husbandry improved according to scientific principles. Canals were dug for commercial transportation. Engines built. Steel rails stretched across the width of entire continents. Signals carried communications through a simple wire. Universities suddenly taught more than just theology and ancient classics. Creativity abounded and the future was viewed with a burst of optimism.
    History has seen intellectual surges like this before. Ancient Greece had its Golden Age of thought based on similar principles: reason, curiosity, a feeling of purpose and belief in humanity. Tapping into the potential of the human mind unleashed a deluge of accomplishments, changing the world for the better.
    With all this in mind, the modern philosopher Andre Compte-Sponville wrote the following:
"post-modernity is modernity minus the Enlightenment. It is modernity that has ceased to believe in reason or progress (whether political, social or human) and thus in itself. If all value systems are equal, nothing has any value. Science is a myth among others; progress is an illusion; and a democracy respectful of human rights is in no way superior to a society based on slavery and tyranny."
He later warned:
"…progress is neither linear nor inevitable… it is [therefore] worth fighting for."
It seems a contradiction to think that our present age, known for its innovative deluge of science and technology, is one that fails to properly respect both reason and progress. Our technology has become more commercially-based and toy-oriented than culturally progressive. Despite great advances in knowledge, we find ourselves handicapped by undercurrents of ignorance and a fundamental lack of intellectual motivation.
   Where once we saw enlightened social progress, we now find an economic climate of cultural stagnation. Today’s Information Age, with its incredible access to every thought and interest, and mobile communications connecting people every hour of the day, has failed to deliver a satisfying depth of personal and cultural direction. The rush of science has left something of humanity behind, littering the field with a host of meaningless distractions.
    Ancient Greeks, Renaissance artists and Enlightenment thinkers showed us the potential of the activated, liberated, human mind. Reason, study and creativity are able to produce more than just the accumulation of fact or constant replacement of technology. They are dynamics of the mind, valuable in themselves, capable of producing fuller lives in the here and now. We refer to this achievement of consciousness as personal authenticity.
We consider the Axial Age, the Renaissance, and the Enlightenment as Kairos events, sporadic periods of development that played important roles in our cultural and personal evolution. The times were right for sudden advancement, and they happened. Each built upon the other, and nothing was left unchanged. Although each wave of advancement was followed by inevitable recession, the remaining shoreline was reshaped, ready for the next deluge of inspiration.
    Are we living in the advent of such an age right now?
   Things are certainly ripe for change. We have grown adept at keeping disenchantment palatable by using whatever distractions we can find. Popular lack of self-discipline has carried the world closer to destruction, through war, pollution, commercial malice and neglect. A proper response calls us to engage not only our knowledge, but our depth of reason and involvement in every day life.
    As people concerned about the future, we need to shift from the morbid, push-button computations of the Information Age to an Age of Personal Engagement, an Age of Light, a rejuvenated Age of Reason that will launch a new Renaissance of humanity. We need to reclaim what is best within us by aiming our priorities away from the clutches of commercialism to something more substantial.
    The ability to apply reason to all aspects of our lives completes who we are in a very dynamic way. It differentiates between what really has value, and what cheapens our existence. It respects truth, which adds a vital dimension to our whole outlook on life.
    Proper reasoning is a vital aspect of maturity which gives license to personal autonomy. One develops this areté through a constant learning and refreshing of our values—life-enhancing practices that promote the characteristics of the knight-errant.

Nature's Law
When Thomas Jefferson penned the words: …Laws of Nature… into the Declaration of independence, he was referring to an Enlightenment concept deeply rooted in Western philosophy. In later writings, Jefferson elaborated: 
“Nature has written her moral laws on the head and heart of every rational and honest man, where man may read them for himself. If ever you are about to say anything amiss, or to do anything wrong, consider beforehand [that] you will feel something within you which will tell you it is wrong, and ought not to be said or done. This is your conscience, and be sure and obey it... Conscience is the only sure clue which will eternally guide a man clear of all his doubts and inconsistencies.”
What is Nature's Law?
    The Greek philosopher, Aristotle, suggested that human virtue is not imposed from without, but blossoms from within. People feel a natural inclination to ideas of fairness, human rights and equality. We know in our hearts what is right and wrong. This struck a philosophical chord that has resonated ever since, and resulted in an awareness of what was later called natural laws, or Nature's Law.
    It is not a compilation of rules or regulations, or commandments carved in stone. Nor does it refer to the general concept of scientific laws.
    What philosophers and legal scholars refer to as Nature's Law is the convergence and conclusions of human conscience and rationality, a natural inner reference that recognizes the intrinsic dignity of human rights and values that are then rationally perceived. It is not a single person's possession, but shared among us all at the deepest level. It is our sense of justice, fairness and compassion by which all subsequent laws are judged. One can think of it as the intuitive precursor and stimulus for written law.
    John Locke, the philosopher who most influenced Jefferson, concluded that acting dishonorably meant acting against nature. The moral equality of human beings, he said, is based on their common nature (translated by Jefferson into all men are created equal). Nature’s Law is what steers people toward the common good, rather than allowing them to get mired in self-interest. Personal ethics are the duties we have toward one another by virtue of being human. We are social creatures, and that requires concern for others. The following quote by Locke illustrates how deeply he believed this:
“To take away wrongful from another and for one man to advance his own interest by the disadvantage of another man is more contrary to nature than death, than poverty, than pain, than any other evil.”
While the ancients considered natural law as an obligation, Enlightenment thinkers saw it from the recipient's point-of-view by calling these obligations human rights. Instead of seeing right action as a magnanimous virtue on the way to self-perfection, they considered it a universal responsibility that people should not be treated poorly or with bias. These approaches, although subtly different, lead to similar results. From our perspective, they are best embraced together. People have certain rights, and we respect them not only as a duty but as part of our personal growth.
    Is this just a quaint philosophical idea no longer relevant in our age of science? Or does Nature's Law point to something of intrinsic value for us now, when our understanding of the natural world far exceeds anything Enlightenment philosophers imagined?
    Lacking the resources available to us, earlier generations looked for truth in themselves and the world around them, with the bold confidence that truth could be directly found and related to. One could describe it as a quest for knowledge.
    Today, we have almost unlimited access to knowledge at our finger tips. But something is missing. The quest has changed. With the availability of legions of experts on every subject, much of the personal urge to discover, which is part of our nature, has fallen to disrepair. We expect answers to be short, ready-made and instantly available. In many cases, we can pick and choose what we like rather than measure it by truth. This attitude denotes significant changes to our encounter with the world. It makes us dependent more on others than on ourselves to an intellectual extreme. Our fundamental need for soul-searching, life-enhancing discovery remains ignored.
    Jefferson and his peers saw the acquisition of knowledge as a perpetual quest filled with wonder and excitement that reflected human nobility.
    In contrast, we often find ourselves constrained by conclusions already formulated by others. We are left to choose among prefabricated options, remembering what we are taught, and fitting in with a quiescent status quo. Pervasive social values, which have somewhat strayed from Nature's Law, encourage us that the purpose of applying knowledge is for personal pleasure or profit alone. We do not act as responsible citizens of the world. These are two versions of life's meaning that are very different. One is purposeful, exciting and progressive; the other dependent, unimaginative, and obsessed by self-interest. Unless we choose the former over the latter, we inherit what we will by chance.
    For today's skeptical minds, we need to know if Nature's Law is something real, something that even strict evolutionary science can validate. This is a reasonable demand.
    Despite cultural differences, human morality and social law are, in various forms, found in all human societies. Logic suggests that such universality could only be explained by a common denominator in human nature itself. When certain mammalian instincts and rational thought converge, values and meanings gradually develop over time. As rational thought continues to be applied, moral tendencies become clearer, and conscience earns its due. Written laws are, or should be, expressions of this process.
    While this is a universal human phenomenon, it can, and often is, impeded when people are detoured at an early age.
    The utility of Nature's Law is not given to us whole-cloth at birth, but as a potential that should gain ascendency as we mature. It places us in relationship with the mystery of life and existence itself. It grows as we grow, and as our ability to reason becomes more refined. Properly encouraged, it flourishes. Neglected, it shrivels into suppressed feelings of discontent. Just as a seed needs water to grow into a mature plant, so too the mind needs deep, independent inquiry and reflection to release its full potential. The mind with undeveloped conscience has been diverted from its own natural growth. Too many ready-made answers, too much peer pressure or social expectation, too few personal expectations and inspirational opportunities, result in this loss. So does a lack of love.
    Which brings us to very real and important consequences. Our view of ethics depends on our view of human nature and its subsequent view of reality. However we define our ethics, defines us as well. We cannot leave them to chance or expediency.
    What about religion?
    From what has been said so far, Nature's Law might be construed as purely a secular or philosophical idea in that it fails to reference God. Is it in any way compatible with Judeo-Christian theology?
    The answer is yes. Seven out of the Ten Commandments, those referring to social morality, reflect the essence of natural law, as does the Golden Rule of loving one's neighbor as oneself. Confirming this connection, St. Paul wrote in his letter to the Romans:
“When Gentiles who do not have the law do by nature what the law requires, they are a law unto themselves, even though they do not have the law. They show that what the law requires is written on their hearts, while their conscience also bears witness…”
Natural law provides an important concept to Chivalry-Now. It affirms a process through which we directly find and relate to virtue that starts within ourselves. This relationship is vital to who we are in that it leads to a fulfilling life. It encourages us to seek truth for ourselves, and tap into the dictates of conscience, even when society points in another direction. It also provides a certain level of autonomy conducive with the experience of freedom that we refer to as the quest.
Existentialism

Existentialism, like Age of Enlightenment ideals, has strongly contributed in bringing the context of Chivalry-Now into modern times. As a philosophy, it rose to prominence during mid-twentieth century Europe as a response to the rise of totalitarianism and two devastating world wars. Choosing reality over illusion, it offered the means to rescue people from the inherent evils of modern society while preserving the dignity of the individual. Placing personal responsibility at the forefront, it condemned as cowardice the kind of uninspired conformity and greed that makes totalitarianism possible.
    Just prior to the First World War, Western civilization considered itself the epitome of cultural advancement. As such, it sought to Westernize the rest of the world through commerce and imperialism. European leaders considered themselves rational, civilized and moral, even as they exploited cultures that were less advanced. While competing for international economic prominence, they suddenly found themselves engaged in a new form of all-out-war that resulted in unprecedented destruction and loss of life. The machine guns and mustard gas of trench warfare, the tanks of blitzkrieg, the submarine torpedo, the systematic killing of millions of civilians, the atom bomb, oppressive totalitarian regimes, the Russian Gulag—all pointed to a shift of modern consciousness away from its own advancement. Truth, honor and compassion had been replaced by greed, nationalism and callous exploitation. Misplaced values were choking the life out of moral responsibility, and the results were catastrophic.
    People looked around at the chaos of this disillusioned world, and found that they could not make sense of it. Religious promises seemed empty against the reality of Auschwitz. Nationalism proved itself more dangerous than helpful. The glory of war from yesteryear had been replaced by the absurdity of wide scale massacre. Was there nothing good to be salvaged? Had human nature devolved to the point of eliminating all but the basest meaning to life?
    Existentialists responded to these questions by taking a powerful stance of integrity that often provoked anxiety for its lack of comforting illusion. They acknowledged what they saw for what it was, and refused to excuse, romanticize or mythologize it. They freely admitted that life was absurd, but insisted that we do have to be absurd as well. We can face absurdity by choosing to bring meaning into our lives. All we need do is uphold what makes life meaningful.
    Existentialism rejected the abdication of personal and moral responsibility to the forces of peer pressure and unjust authorities. It placed the onus back on the individual—not in the name of license or hedonism, which it naturally rejects, but in the simple name of choosing what is right.
    Its core message delivers an interesting variation of the Golden Rule. Instead of saying "do unto others as you would have them do unto you," or the variant Silver Rule of "do not do unto others as you would not want them to do unto you," existentialism provides a mandate of conscience that points to universal implications. When deciding an act you are about to do, ask yourself if it would be acceptable for everyone in the world to do the same thing.
    Because of this emphasis on personal responsibility, and its lack of feel-good distortions of reality, some people view existentialism as a dark, pessimistic philosophy. This is especially true for Americans, who participated in both world wars but came out the better for it. The closest Americans ever came to the existential shock that Europe felt after two World Wars occurred on 9/11, with the destruction of the World Trade Towers—which was very limited by comparison. Such shattering encounters with reality have a way of challenging feel-good optimism and complacency. The 2008 economic crisis added to this insecurity. Institutions and political ideologies could no longer be trusted. Stripped of long-standing illusions, people found themselves adrift on a turbulent sea. The simple truth is that no one can save us but ourselves. Waiting to be rescued by someone else only weakens us further.
    If we are looking for jingoistic patronizing, existentialism has none to offer. Instead, it looks critically at the illusions of politics and commercialism that works so hard to enslave us. The only moral authority it recognizes is reason-based choices, reflective of the earlier Age of Enlightenment project. To those who understood this, existentialism offers an oasis of sanity in a world otherwise insane. Chivalry-Now offers the same thing, encouraging people to think for themselves, question the status quo, and look for real virtue in the only place it can be found—inside ourselves.
    Like Chivalry-Now, existentialism is a rigorous appeal to moral and intellectual integrity. What is different is that Chivalry-Now emphasizes the natural law of conscience as a waiting reservoir of principles already at odds with the darkness of absurdity.
    The basic message of these philosophies tells us that we need not be bound to an inhibiting sense of determinism that ultimately deters our better judgment. Whether we recognize it or not, we perpetually choose who we are. We choose the path we tread, be it good or bad. It is that choice, and the freedom it actualizes, that solidifies these philosophical principles into a bulwark against totalitarianism, be it communism, fascism, or its more subtle Western persona, commercialism.
    Quite simply, freedom that is actualized prevents the kind of mass conformity upon which totalitarianism thrives. At the same time, when freedom is based on conscience, natural law precludes the kind of radical behavior that would result in hedonism. It would be free and moral at the same time.
    Three famed proponents of twentieth century existentialism were Jean Paul Sartre, Simone de Beauvoir and Albert Camus, who were intimate friends and resistance fighters in France during the Nazi occupation. Their philosophy was not entirely new, echoing sentiments from such divergent thinkers as Kierkegaard and Nietzsche.
    These new existentialists bore witness to some of the worst atrocities ever perpetrated, including death camps, slave labor, ethnic cleansing, traitorous collaboration with the enemy, religious silence in the face of nationalistic evil, and mass civilian targeting during war—all produced by a Western civilization that they once believed to be moral. It was no wonder that they fundamentally questioned everything they previously believed and tried to find something better. They viewed cautious skepticism of authority not as pessimism, but as optimism in the face of absurdity, optimism based not on blind hope, platitudes or religious rhetoric, but on action. In response to all the disloyalty and pain he witnessed, Sartre declared in no uncertain terms that we are completely responsible not only for who we are, but who we plan to be. Only by taking an active role in developing ourselves can true liberation be secured.
    A few quotes from Sartre illustrate this:

"…existentialism's first move is to make every man aware of what he is and to make the full responsibility of his existence rest on him. And when we say that a man is responsible for himself, we do not only mean that he is responsible for his own individuality, but that he is responsible for all men."
"Man is nothing else but what he makes of himself." (Sartre called this subjectivity.)
"There is not a single one of our acts which does not at the same time create an image of man as we think he ought to be."
Sartre's view of existentialism places an incredible amount of responsibility on every person. It rejects the helplessness and complacency people feel when confronting the ways things are. No power enslaves us so successfully as our own attitude and lack of effort. We are always in a position to resist evil to some extent, and we must, if humanity is to represent anything meaningful at all.
    Here we find the call of today's Knight-Errant—the call to responsibility and a new form of idealism that is rooted in reality. By including the recognition of Nature's Law, Chivalry-Now adds a completeness that redeems the so-called negativity of existentialism. Life is only absurd when we allow it.
    Existentialism as we know it today is the bastard child of two devastating world wars. It is a Western response to the misdirection of Western civilization. It sees reality as most of us refuse to see it, pointing out truths that may not be pleasant but are vital to hear and are purchased at great cost. 
    Such lessons can only be ignored at our greatest peril. Having to learn them again at the hand of catastrophe might spell the end of us all.
Kairos

Kairos is a term from Greek philosophy that roughly means “the right time.” It refers to a point in time that is propitious for a vast and meaningful event to happen, an event that changes the course of history.
    Every generation feels that it lives at such a time. In some respect they are right. Because things are always changing, we confront the potential for change at every moment. We often ignore this potential for reasons of insecurity or comfort or lack of vision. Nevertheless it is always there to some degree. When it isn’t ignored, it instigates change, either good or bad, or a mixture of both.
    In the United States, the fortuitous coming together of its founders, Jefferson, Adams, Washington, Franklin and others, to create a constitutional democracy, can also be viewed as a Kairos. It was a culmination of Age of Enlightenment ideals that could not have happened twenty years earlier or twenty years later – or even today for that matter. Inspiring circumstances conducive to freedom and democracy converged that produced significant results. Because of those efforts, the world would never be the same.
    Mohandas Gandhi initiated a liberation movement in India that was largely successful because of the time and circumstances in which it arose. The message of Martin Luther King Jr. resonated because people of conscience were ready to hear it and fight for change. The so-called Axial Age, when important religious leaders and philosophers suddenly appeared during the 4th Century B.C.E., was no accident. All these incidents and more can be considered Kairos events. The times were ready and called for a leap of consciousness. One might think of it as part of our evolutionary process.
    As stated earlier, the potential for change is always present. The question then becomes this: Are the circumstances right to initiate a Kairos event today? Another question follows: Can we consciously facilitate the process through our own efforts and awareness?
    I am not referring to some mystical force at play that controls our lives or that we need to tap into. I’m referring to natural human development, augmented by the rational mind.
    Like many of our ancestors, we live in what we perceive as the best and worst of times. That is because life continually has its ups and downs. We are happy one moment, frustrated the next. How could it be different? 
    Although our ancestors experienced the same roller coaster of emotions, they could hardly foresee the bustling world we live in today. There have always been wars and conflict, but never did we have weapons that killed with such ferocity and ease. Never could we point at technology and know that, through weapons or pollution, we have the capacity to destroy all life on earth. Never before were the peoples of the world so connected. Never before were conflicting values so dangerously integrated. Never before was our own culture so in jeopardy from a lack of idealism and prevalence of greed.
    The solutions we talk about to solve problems of today are superficial and unrealistic. We cannot grow our economy to the point of saving us from war, pollution and a clash of ideologies. We cannot kill all those whom we perceive as threatening our way of life. We cannot rejuvenate our government through lobbyists and corrupt politicians. We cannot enjoy the benefits of national wealth based on deficit spending.
    The truth is that national and global problems are growing and converging to the point of world crisis. These include serious environmental hazards, terrorism, and widespread poverty.
    Are meaningful answers coming together as well?
    One thing we should have learned from the past few decades is not to trust illusions. Democracy only works when the heart of democracy is alive, when people respond to it with careful reasoning, and not blind party loyalty. We cannot trust the same old rhetoric and status quo. We must question leaders who tell us that everything is all right, even as they pull the rug from under us. We must see that war is not the panacea it once was regarded. Nationalism may shout down dissident voices, but it solves nothing. Clichés no longer satisfy. Obscene wealth, juxtaposed against extreme poverty, looks more obscene every day.
    Despite all our creature comforts, entertainment and distractions, we are dissatisfied, unfulfilled, and even existentially distraught. We long for authenticity, for meaningful expression of who we really are in the core of our being. We want our lives to be significant in a world that reduces us to nothing more than consumers of goods to be exploited. We live in a constant bombardment of commercials, with billboards, flashing signs, junk-mail, spam, telemarketers and talking gas pumps. Useless cell phone interruptions obliterate time for contemplation. Most telling of all, we turn to "reality" television shows to experience life vicariously through others, as if we can only experience life as something funneled through technology.
    The smoldering dissatisfaction that most of us feel may be part of the answer. It is converging with serious global crises in order to ready our souls to seek something better. Whatever solution comes our way, it probably won’t happen on its own. We have to make it happen. We have to resurrect viable ideals, heal our broken culture, stand up for what is right, while no longer tolerating what is wrong.
    In other words, we are being called by a potential Kairos to become champions for truth.
    Responding to this Kairos as a new form of knighthood is what Chivalry-Now is all about. 

Consider:
· Chivalry-Now inspires us to think for ourselves in a world that profits from manipulating our thoughts.
· It honors truth in a world suffering from illusion.
· It spurs us to right what is wrong.
· It calls for new idealism, based not on the past but on our own inner light.
· It resists greed.
· It looks upon the culmination of the Kairos as our highest challenge.
Chivalry-Now is the mobilization of human potential within a framework of freedom. It incorporates the virtues of reason, compassion and good will.
    How could it not be a tool of Kairos, whether you believe that it is religiously instigated, an unexplainable matter of destiny, or just a logical response to save the world from our mistakes?
    Our work is cut out for us. We have a mission as warriors of Kairos. We must now consider what that means, and how we can participate.
We recognize Kairos as a convergence of a variety of social and historical factors that instigate major, transformational events in human development.
    There is another definition of kairos (small “k”) which recognizes that every moment in time is open to the possibility of insight, action and human growth. This version of kairos asserts the unique importance of everything we do, every event and discussion, the direction of every thought. To be aware of kairos is to fully attend the moment, to see opportunities one might otherwise miss, and to express our values and ideals in the here and now. Awareness of kairos actually encourages the breaking forth (or actualization) of personal authenticity in the realm of time.
    The larger concept of Kairos reflects a juxtaposition of events, mores, and creative responses that make radical change inevitable. The more prevalent kairos, on-going, ever-present and usually uneventful, accounts for our sharpened awareness of life within the conductivity of time.
Kairos = “the right time,” a culmination of factors that make significant change inevitable. Metaphorically speaking, it is a particular intersection (or collision?) of time with eternity that produces an indelible mark, a breakthrough or major event in spiritual evolution.
kairos = what theologian Paul Tillich referred to as the “God-given moment,” can be seen as the intersection of time and eternity that makes awareness and potentiality possible.
Awareness of the moment allows us to either utilize or squander whatever potential there is. If we move through time unaware of possibilities, ignoring opportunities, locked in a repetitive mindset that never varies, shaped by our prejudices, numb to life itself, we lose our kairos connection. We see the world through the fog of what is stale and self-contained in our minds. Instead of riding the immediate passage of time, we are caught lagging behind in its wake, more in touch with the past than the moment’s actualization.
    This is an important concept in Chivalry-Now as we advance toward the goal of knighthood.
    When we respond to the code, and commit ourselves to the quest, we become knights participating in kairos through awareness and authenticity. The virtues of areté stand clear in their priority and development.
    When we respond to the greater mission of feeding the transformation of the world, we become Knights of the Kairos, a "sacred" vocation to the religious and non-religious alike.
Ordo Mundi 

During the Middle Ages, when chivalry was at its height, there was a concept that theologians pondered called ordo mundi, which is Latin for "the order of the world."
    One might compare it to the Eastern concept of Tao in that it refers to the dynamic, inter-relatedness of all things. To the Western mind, however, ordo mundi was not the ultimate truth in itself, but rather the result of God's plan for Creation, designed to sustain and make things work. Today, we generally refer to it as nature.
    Ordo mundi referred to the symbiotic relationships of all things, and the natural laws that govern them. In other words, things the way they are, according to God's plan. Ordo mundi recognized a blessed quality to Creation, which had to be perfect because God not only created it, but pronounced it to be "good."
    The medieval mind had no understanding of nature as science has revealed it in last two centuries. Instead, it had its fingers on the pulse of deeper meanings, the poetry that underlies our experience of nature, and perpetually connects us, in a real way, to what is. They applied logic to this as best they could.
    As human beings, our capacity for thought has resulted in a false perception that we are separate from nature—not really part of it. This has been supported by theologies that view spirit as belonging to some realm that is other than the physical. The results have been mixed. On one hand, we have encouraged new heights of imagination and artistic expression. On the other, we have treated the environment poorly, to the detriment of us all, and have disconnected ourselves from the natural source of our being. This has allowed us to poison the world we live, strangely justifying our actions by simply saying that it is okay to treat the world as a garbage heap.
    In Chivalry-Now, ordo mundi provides a philosophical baseline for an authentic, life-generating relationship with nature.
    Despite a panoply of illusions and distractions that appeal to our collective ego, we are not, nor ever shall be, separate from nature. When hubris lets down its guard, we sense and appreciate who we really are in relationship to the world around us. We are inseparable. Prodigal sons and daughters in perception only. Indebted and enlightened at the same time. Creatures among creatures, searching to understand.
    I am not trying to romanticize nature, or adorn it with mystical implications. Nature can be harsh and terrible, but it is also the source and sustenance of all earthly life.
    It is more than romanticizing when we listen to a babbling brook and it seems to whisper with calm affirmation. Our conscious minds naturally respond to it with longing and a sense of repose. When we are fortunate enough to hear them, tree frogs lull us to sleep with the ageless, maternal reassurance of Mother Earth. Chirping birds enliven our souls. The sky lifts our consciousness toward heaven, while the moon humbles us with silence. Instincts merge with intellect in ways we can appreciate yet scarcely comprehend. When our emotions turn to nature, we are rewarded with the joy of returning home.
    Lessons learned from nature comprised our first curriculum as a species, telling us in myriad ways who we are, and who we can be. Even today it's beauty draws us to protect it. It teaches us about love and balance. 
    Believers and nonbelievers alike are privy to the sacredness of nature, and find common ground in cherishing the experience. Even a rock hints at immortality that we can contemplate with awe.
    The question that remains is this: How do we fit in, with our skepticism, ignorance, blasphemies and hubris? Are we more of a curse than blessing to this planet?
    Hopefully not. We bring an undercurrent of innocence as well—and therein we find our pristine selves, waiting to be reborn.
    As human beings we are charged to discover and articulate meaning that would otherwise not be articulated.
    We can protect, rather than destroy; uphold truth, rather than manipulate with lies; bring honor into the world, along with forgiveness, generosity and fair play. All this is in our power if we choose it to be. Listen to the wind rustle the leaves with its gentle breath. You will hear the inspiration of Camelot rise inside you. You will long for Arthur's return — not the man, but the living myth that resides in us. You will sense God or Goddess, or demiurge, or the miracle of reality as it is. Your soul responds to it like magic.
    These are not fantasies that we should easily disregard. Poetry, myth, symbols, dreams and traditions, are well known to express what otherwise cannot be expressed. Language of the subconscious—we create them without even trying.
    When we speak of ordo mundi, we speak of the world we are part of, and honor it appropriately. 
    This too is part of Chivalry-Now.
    One of its mysteries? One of its secrets? Or just another affirmation of the soul that authenticity demands? Whatever it is, we find it in the bible as the Shekinah (also known as Sophia, or Wisdom, the feminine aspect of Yahweh). Pagan and animistic religions thrive on it. Pantheism derives its perennial resurgence. The mystics of Islam celebrate its vitality. It is a universal concept wherever human beings exist.
   Chivalry-Now brings this wonder into the light, not to worship, but to appreciate its reasonableness in order to fulfill who we are.
Telos

Darwin's theory of evolution leaves no room for the idea of destiny. While life is ever-changing, its development comes largely through accidental mutation. Successful change survives while detrimental change does not, all in conjunction with the environment. In contrast, destiny is seen as a romanticized notion that is either rationalized after the fact or projected wish fulfillment. All this supports a mechanized schematic of the world conducive to good scientific theory. It includes life with all its complex diversity, without calling upon the miraculous or inexplicable to explain things for what they are.
    Perennial attempts to assert creationism into science fail. Religious explanations of the world and nature get cordoned off to one side as artifacts, spiritually valuable perhaps, but otherwise misleading.
    The objectivity of science often contends with the subjectivity of human experience, as well it should. But subjectivity does not go away. Nor should it. Ignoring it does not eliminate its very real significance. Subjectivity makes possible our use of scientific objectivity. Without it, there is no encounter, no rationalizing process, no meaningful application of scientific truth. Science will always be a measured combination of the two as long as the human mind is part of the equation. Objectivity gains dominance when our subjectivity respects its value.
    Ancient Greek philosophers postulated a concept called telos that helped them conjecture about the nature of the universe. The word telos can be translated as the goal or inner purpose of a thing. One might describe it as self-emanating determinism. Lacking the insight of Darwin, the rational subjectivity of such notables as Aristotle concluded that the development of life had its own goals, its own purpose. Telos infers not only the goals inherent in a thing, but the force or urge to fulfill them.
    Science may dismiss such a concept as too simplistic or romantic, but our own subjectivity is not so sure. In many ways, it fits our experience of ourselves, the world we live in and the art that we create. Our affinity toward symbolism and myth, morality and community, seem derived from an inherent sense of purpose and meaning. And while our sense of destiny is often thwarted in reaching its prospective goals, its influence certainly exists, and that influence makes it a functional part of everyday life. Most scientists would probably agree that when we perceive inherent purpose and goals, whether true or not, our reaction gives them substance. By responding to them, we give them a reality they might not otherwise have.
    Telos informs us that we each have purpose and meaning in life that comes from within ourselves. It not only springs forth from the structure and potential of our minds and bodies, it determines them as well. We may be more comfortable approaching this as genetic potential. Genetics provide a viable explanation for the physical process. The process itself, no matter how we explain it, is real. Seeds grow into trees. Children grow into adults.
    The conflict raised by telos is that purpose and meaning infer an author or designer, while genetic theory deftly avoids religious inference. It is possible for the concept of telos to do the same. In this way, we take a philosophical definition and carry it into meaningful reality. This means that something of our moral nature, our impetus to be and to become, can be considered genetically innate. Even if we prefer to think of it as cultural influence or determinism, the fact that we respond to it comes from within. Telos provides a convenient term that we can utilize for Chivalry-Now.
    Poetically speaking, at its most fundamental level, telos might be described as the tendency of life to acquire more life, more attributes, more consciousness. Who can say that two atoms that combine to make a molecule of different attributes are not exhibiting signs of primitive will, upon which more complex life Is born? What is the human mind but a collection of complex molecules exercising an impressive level of sophistication?
    Scientists may still balk at the idea of telos as explained in this fashion. Even so, he or she cannot deny that the thinking mind serves to make telos a reality in at least one sense. The human mind projects goals and purpose onto things, and responds to them accordingly. This forms an actual dynamic whereby purposes are achieved. The human mind creates its own goals and purpose.
    Here the esoteric channels of Chivalry-Now come together.
· Ordo Mundi places humanity in the world as part of nature.
· The telos of human nature is to realize our own potential.
· Human areté defines the height of that potential as virtue and the excellent use of reason.
· Kairos designates the most auspicious time to initiate evolutionary changes in consciousness on a wide scale.
We live in a time when the extinction of human life is distinctly possible due to insane violence, environmental pollution, pandemics, over-population and global warming. The answer to these problems cannot be piecemeal or happenstance. We need to draw from the strength, concern and talents of us all to change the entire milieu in a better direction. If we do that, we will propagate a higher authenticity of life for us all, and institute a new Golden Age.
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Grail Consciousness—
A Western Path to Enlightenment

It should come as no surprise that Chivalry-Now offers a Western path to higher consciousness. A moral code that does not enhance the inner workings of the soul is just another set of rules—ethical bondage instead of liberation.
    Our approach to higher consciousness significantly differs from those of Eastern traditions, not only in methodology, but in defining what enlightenment is. In comparison to Buddhist, Hindu or Taoist teachings, it lacks esoteric formulas based on ancient science, clearing the way for something more direct, simple and applicable to everyday life.
    We call it Grail Consciousness, a mindset that occurs when one awakens to the mystery of life, and then responds accordingly. What it refers to is the immediate experience of living, always here and now, and not easily distracted by illusions.
    Grail Consciousness is rooted in: 
· finding your moral center (the 12 Trusts can help you develop it).
· activating your moral center in everyday life in order to complete who you are.
· living a life of integrity and purpose that is generated from this completeness.
· searching for what is true in every moment, so you are not diverted by what is false.
Grail Consciousness is part of the ongoing Quest for Truth. When you confront life as part of your individual Quest, you engage it with a new perspective of meaning, which radically changes everything. What is perspective, but one's conscious mind in relation to life? 
    This is very different from Eastern traditions.
    Ours is not a withdrawal from the world of conflict, or passive acceptance of good and evil. It is not a mind that is free from thought and desire, which means separating yourself from a large part of human nature. Quite the opposite. It is an immersion into the finer aspects of our nature. It promotes striving, rather than stillness; contemplation, rather than meditation; engaging in life's struggles, rather than retreating from them in detachment.
    Grail Consciousness is not the attainment of the shapeless, but appreciating that shapes exist in incredible variety that own value in themselves. Not the uncarved block of Taoism, but the final sculpture, carved and meaningful.
    It is not the elimination of desire, but the longing for what is good.
    It is not escape from pain and suffering, but eliminating pain and suffering as much as possible.
    It is not a harmoniously measured balance of male and female energies, but a generous cooperation between actual men and women that comes from love and mutual respect.
    Grail Consciousness does not search for another dimension to life, the kind of transcendence that promises what cannot be seen, heard or touched. We busy ourselves on earth instead, directly searching for Truth, even our own inner truth, wherever it leads.
    Grail Consciousness has nothing to do with the still, empty mind of Eastern tranquility, meditating crossed legged under a tree of enlightenment. In contrast, it is a full and active mind, dedicated to the immediacy of the Quest, which presents itself at every moment. We call this full human experience authenticity.
    Grail Consciousness tells us that we are incomplete without our moral center, that freedom is synonymous with responsibility, and that moral commitment must express itself in action, or it is useless.
    Such is the message of the Holy Grail, from which Grail Consciousness gets its name—that we should search for Truth every day, at every opportunity, developing ourselves morally, intellectually and spiritually as we do so. This is the test that life itself presents us, the challenge not just to be, but to become, to help, to share, to rescue, to love completely.
    In other words, to really live!
    The concept of Grail Consciousness is so incredibly simple and available, that its definition sometimes fails our expectations.
    Grail Consciousness is the immediate experience to life that blossoms from a love for Truth. Only love brings the intensity, inspiration and drive that excites the mind to authentic living. It is here that consciousness reaches peak awareness, experiencing the moment with pure, unadulterated living. Here we poetically touch what is eternal in each moment's never-ending fragment—here in this moment, and in this as well, and in each one passing. It is only here where clarity and vision become real, allowing us to speak for the greater good, imperfect though we are. Why? Because we are aware of something greater, an undefined possibility that we sometimes touch, yet never fully comprehend.
    Enlightenment in the West is not some transcendence to another realm, or other side of reality. It is actively engaging Truth within reality itself.
    This higher consciousness is so real, so accessible, that it might not seem transcendent enough compared to esoteric promises from the East. Confronting the real mystery of life might be too subtle to placate some people's imaginations. Indeed, the Quest we thrive on is what much of Eastern mysticism tries to avoid.
    The austere hermit or yogi or Zen master is still a man. If he has left his hero's journey, where is he? If the path he is on is his journey, it is his alone. You must find yours, which is intrinsically imbedded in the life you are living. There is no better or worse here. Your path is all you really have.
    The Quest is unique for every person, as unique as your own personality. It is life itself, and has no substitute. You either live it with full integrity, or you do not.
    Because the Western path is synonymous with life lived fully, it is wrought with the distractions, dangers and propensity for error that life brings. There is no escape from this. What Grail Consciousness provides is direction toward a goal that is unreachable, yet well worth striving for. Here we find the stimulus for authenticity—imperfect, fully human, yet essentially good, and hopefully getting better. One might infer that this is the next phase in our evolution.
    If we learn that the universe has no purpose for creatures of thought and moral integrity, it will be up to us to create that purpose, inclusive of us all.
    There is nothing magical or mystical about any of this, and yet here we find the mystical attraction of chivalry that draws us incessantly, the sort of magic that produces more abundant consciousness. 
    Those who hold chivalry dear understand how everyday morality can be launched to new levels of consciousness. This is what attracts us in a world of falsehood and hidden agendas. The simplicity and honor of Chivalry's code resonates in our hearts with the call to authenticity. 
    While we rightly view this as a shift in consciousness, it is, more precisely, the experience of being who we really are.
[image: image5.jpg]















PAGE  
24

