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When you become a Knight-Errant, you commit your soul to the better part of its being…

… for the rest of your life!
Do not take this commitment lightly. 
Once awakened, there is no turning 
back from conscience.
The mission of a Knight-Errant is to take every opportunity that comes our way to bring an end to suffering and evil.
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Knighthood, by Sir Steven Forgette 

What Is A Knight?
A Knight is someone who takes Chivalry and the call to help others very seriously. This calling is not merely a lark, or part time hobby or passing fancy. We consider the commitment of Knighthood a sacred trust that defines the very core of the Knight’s being. The way of the Knight is to look upon all of life a Quest - a never ending journey that is just as important as its individual goals. The aim is to live in a Quest-lime manner, fully involved in one’s commitment to the betterment of all on a day-to-day basis, from the moment of this commitment to one’s final breadth, This is what truly defines the Chivalric way of life. What follows are those virtues which I consider essential for anyone who wishes to aspire to Knighthood.
Courtesy:
To the Knight courtesy involves much more than merely following the rules of etiquette. It is an attitude, a way of presenting oneself to the world at large. The Knight proudly maintains the kind of self-control that a human being must have in order to be complete. The ill-mannered behavior of others is accepted with gentlemanly grace. With in mind, the Knight is respectfully courteous not only to his friends but also to strangers and enemies alike. Social customs are respected to the best of one’s ability, as long as they do not contend with the values to which we honor.
    The Knight considers the feelings of others and takes care not to offend anyone. The knightly presence includes proper manners and keeping oneself well groomed. Speech should be tactful and kind, without knowingly insulting or slandering another person, even an enemy. If others choose to engage in insults or slander, the Knight will simply walk away. Proper dignity requires refraining from emotional outbursts, excessive eating, drinking, foul language and other un-knightly and boorish acts.
Honesty:
The Knight always tells the truth. Rather then lie, he or she may decline to speak. Honor demands not to make promises lightly, but once a "Word of Honor", the Knight always keeps it.
Valor:
The Knight demonstrates unyielding courage in the face of adversity. There is no danger so great that would prevent the fulfillment of a promise or completing a mission or Quest. The commitment to chivalry is stronger than fear of pain or hardship. The Knight's valor is particularly evident in the struggle against the forces of darkness in the world.
Honor:
The Knight exhibits natural integrity at all times, regardless of circumstances - even when no one else is around. For example: "It is an admirable act to give a drink of water to a thirsty friend, but an act of honor to give that same drink of water to a thirsty enemy." The Knight has respect not just for his like-minded people but for everyone. By remaining humble in spirit as well as in deed, the Knight speaks modestly and is grateful for grateful for the opportunity living this vocation.

Generosity:
The Knight will gladly share his or her possessions with someone in need, even so far as giving the last piece of bread to a hungry child. This generosity of  spirit, always willing to lend an ear to a troubled Companion or recognize a friend's accomplishments with sincere praise, helps solidify knightly ideals in the world of reality. The Knight will avoid even the appearance of impropriety, striving always to remain pure in word, deed and thought. This is made possible by engaging in productive and positive activity at all times, working diligently until whatever job at hand is accomplished. Quiet times are spent developing knightly skills through studying, exercising his body, soul and spirit, and honing those qualities that chivalric represents.
Optimistic:
Finally, the Knight should always be optimistic, relentlessly cheerful and confident, knowing that the life that the Quest provides is correct, bringing daily opportunities to promote chivalry in the world. With this certainty, the Knight finds solace an joy among the Companionship of those similarly committed, as a source of inspiration and a beacon of hope in times of despair.
Sincerely,
Your Friend & Brother Knight,
Sir Knight Steven M. Forgette, KCN
The Council Of Knights
On March 31st, 2007, in the residence of Sir Steven Forgette, the Council of Knights of Chivalry-Now was officially formed to legitimize and propagate the resurgence of modern chivalry that we call Chivalry-Now. 
     With Knighthood firmly established as part of our in our fellowship, it is imperative to know exactly what that means.
    Chivalry-Now is a way of life based on principles dating back to ancient Greece that have evolved over the centuries, through historical epochs of grand philosophical improvements. It is grounded not only in history but in the origins and fabric of today’s Western culture. Such progressive ideas as individual freedom, civil rights, representative government, the social contract, the use of reason and the development of science, are all direct results of this evolution of thought and consciousness.
    Unfortunately, as the beneficiaries of these advancements, we have lost touch not only with their origins, but the insights that sprang from them. We enjoy the fruits but not the depth of what makes our Western inheritance unique, and this has led to much confusion and misdirection. It has also been detrimental to our cultural progress. In terms of human advancements, other than technological, we have drifted far from the impetus we enjoyed two hundred years ago. Chivalry-Now attempts to repair that by bringing back what was lost. We work to fill the cultural gap that that has separated us from who we are, by resurrecting the concepts of Esoterica and bringing them to life.
    One might say that we are in the business of mentoring, advancing and empowering Knights, people who are committed to truth and justice and a life of conscience.
    There are such Knights in the world. They may not call themselves that, but their lives shine with personal integrity for all to see. The qualities of Knighthood are not as uncommon as they seem. We believe they are innate in all of us, but restrained by lack of cultural support. People are drawn to Chivalry-Now because they are looking for it. They read our words and identify with them as expressing beliefs they already have. They are converted long before they find us, because what attracts them is theirs already.
    The Knighthood of Chivalry-Now formerly recognizes the commitment to knightly values.
Dean J. Jacques, KCN

Courage, Strength and Sacrifice
If I had to sum up Knighthood into 3 words they would be Courage, Strength and Sacrifice. Courage to not just speak of your convictions and the personal code you have chosen for yourself but to carry them into action. Strength to live them daily at all times, even if no one is watching, not just when it is convenient.  Knighthood is not a part-time commitment. Sacrifice, because Knighthood is not about Self, it is about service to others, and to the greater good. In order to serve you must sacrifice your personal wants, needs and desires. Sometimes even your personal honor and safety.
    Receiving the Mantle of Knighthood will never make you better than anyone else. The title itself will never change who you are. Only you can change that. It is never about being better than others. It should never be boasted of or lorded over others. It should never be a source of Vain Pride. That only cheapens and degrades it, making it worthless. It can be a source of inner pride. It is a recognition by others that they see in you the qualities of a Knight, that deep down you knew you already had. It is a declaration of those values.
    Accepting the accolade Knight of Chivalry-Now is a declaration that you are committed to living your life according to the 12 Trusts and your own personal code with Courage, Strength and willingness to Sacrifice

 Jeffrey Barnes, KCN
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Knighthood

The Knighthood of Chivalry-Now owns a unique and fascinating pedigree.

It was not based upon a chivalric order that arose during the medieval history of Knighthood. It was not founded by a prince of any realm, or by religious rule. It does not claim an origin related to some secret society or philanthropic civic group. While such pedigrees make honorable claims of stature within chivalric circles, the foundations that they lay always point elsewhere for validation.

Chivalry-Now, through its own esoteric concepts, turns to Nature’s Law for its inspiration, endorsement and confirmation. The ideals that it sanctions and promotes are not adapted from some authority or tradition, but drawn from the areté, or highest good, of human potential. Our cause is rooted in the striving for virtue itself, for only through virtue do we justify our freedom and complete who we are.

Our pedigree reaches back to the philosophical strivings of ancient Greece, when thinkers of great stature pondered the meaning of truth (Aletheia) and the attainment of transformative consciousness. This is where the self-discipline of reason in relationship to virtue made its notable debut, and set the stage for its intellectual influence throughout the world. It was here that humanity witnessed an incredible outpouring of knowledge and creativity that was unleashed by the marriage of reason and virtue, eventually lifting the ancient world away from superstition and ignorance, and into light. 

Our pedigree includes the immediacy of living derived from the warrior’s code of honor, justice, mercy and love, as listed by the 12 Trusts. The combination of these historical ideals promoted a resurgence of human potential that carried virtue and reason to higher levels of intellectual achievement. Technological progress, popular literacy and the critical thinking of open minds ignited the world with new understanding and direction. Governments changed to reflect the inspiration of human rights, free speech and religious toleration.

And when things went terribly wrong due to the remnant of hate, nationalism and the atrocities of modern warfare, there arose other voices that reminded us that success, wealth and national pride must never lead to the destructive forces of avarice and complacency. We remain completely responsible for everything we do and say, and it is that personal responsibility that in the end defines us.

This is our pedigree, and no other: The voice of conscience and reason and virtue combined according to the inner dictates of Nature’s Law. No prince of the realm can bequeath what we hold already as sacred and inviolate. No bloodline can challenge its prominence. No fantasy can outshine it.

The Knighthood of Chivalry-Now represents a full awakening of conscience and the personal commitment to the ideals that the awakened conscience provokes. It is not about pomp and ceremony, or ego-gratification, or pretending to be something that we are not. It is the mark of awakening to a new life that is born from engaging life with eyes wide open. It focuses on internal qualities that produce a new vision of the world and of ourselves. 

The Knighthood of Chivalry-Now represents a commitment to the integrity of replacing the authority of stale ideas with a new relationship with truth as experienced directly through the quest.

In this way we dedicate our lives to creating a better world by serving as living examples of our ideals in service to others.
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The Blessings of Knighthood
One should never aspire to knighthood for selfish purposes, such as for ego, recognition or prestige. The vocation would lose its meaning, and its title become meaningless.
    Proper knighthood, for Chivalry-Now at least, represents a solemn commitment to chivalry that is recognized by our Council of Knights. Because we are not an order as such, the proper title is "knight errant." The individual knight remains a free agent in relationship to chivalry, dedicated to the requirements of his or her own quest. 
    This makes the knighthood of Chivalry-Now different from those of other organizations. Autonomy and authenticity, the hallmarks of our intent, are thus preserved and encouraged. Our allegiance to the integrity of truth must always be first, even when contrary to our own fellowship.
    Despite the selflessness that pure chivalry implies, knighthood bequeaths certain blessings that are derived from living an authentic life.
· It is a blessing to know that you have freely dedicated yourself to a life of integrity, and are recognized by your peers as having done so. It represents a new beginning. Old ways of thinking are set aside. Your conscience is clear. Your future enlivened by the quest.
· It is a blessing to know that you are not following someone else's lead or directions. As much as possible, you are self-made. Whatever progress you make is authentically your own. You express your own inner light as you experience the world around you. 
· It is a blessing to know that you cannot blame anyone else for your failures. It is the way of the coward to "pass-the-buck." Whatever evil you do will be yours alone to bear, but so will your accomplishments for good. The happiness you attain will be derived from your own decisions, not someone else's. Conscience becomes your guide, not peer pressure from those around you.
· It is a blessing to know that mistakes are easier to forgive, because a knight's intentions are predominantly honorable. Never hesitate to apologize or compensate for your misdeeds.
· It is a blessing to know that people trust you. The reputation you build is founded on high standards. Never betray that trust, or the standards, handed down to you from the past, that chivalry represents.
· It is a blessing to know that chivalry makes you a better spouse, parent, child, sibling, lover, friend, workmate, employer and employee.
· It is a blessing to know that genuine courtesy toward others, which is prominent in chivalry, contributes to the harmony of the world.
For all these reasons, and probably more, developing your life for the greater good should never thought of as a burden to be shunned or drearily accepted. It is a privilege that blesses a given life with purpose and meaning beyond the ordinary. 
Becoming a Knight
The greatest among us must also be the least.
    The image of Knighthood handed down to us by history, literature and Hollywood does not fit well with the above words, seemingly paradoxical, which equate what is greatest with what is least. The common idea of Knighthood is more associated with caste, privilege and ostentation. Historically, it was often marred by the breech of its own ideals, as those who exercised power exploited their position.
    It is different with us. Our troubled times call for something better. The Knighthood of Chivalry-Now is not about rank or ego, power or prestige. It is not an honorarium or level of reward. If it were any of these, it would feed into the very illusions which our values stand against. 
    The Knighthood of Chivalry-Now rises above all that. It is a solemn, personal commitment to the greater good that is formally recognized by our Council of Knights. It is meant to encourage and produce advocates of impeccable integrity who are dedicated to service, not ego or power or prestige. 
    For this reason, Knighthood is not to be given lightly by this Council, and is based on strict criteria. Since he or she will be representing Chivalry-Now to the world, each prospective Knight must have a thorough and proven knowledge of the 12 Trusts and Esoterica concepts. Chivalry-Now is not just an ethic or philosophy, it is a way of life that springs from our own deepest being. When that is achieved, Knighthood automatically comes to life.
   Qualities central to this include:

· Personal character.
· Honesty.
· Humility.
· An open mind.
· A strong respect for justice.
· Kindness toward others.
· Being faithful to one’s personal quest.
· Leading an exemplary life for a convincing period of time.
· Defending and advocating for the propagation of chivalric ideals.
· Maintaining a loyal and positive relationship with the Companionship. 

The ideal is someone who lives completely in tune with his or her innate moral center. Knights do not following a "code" of chivalry. They live it. It is not a pretense. It is the shedding away a portion of the old life for something new and profoundly alive.
    In contrast, to equate this title with a matter of rank or to satisfy one’s ego stands against everything we represent.

How it works
Knighthood is the formal recognition of a solemn commitment to chivalric ideals. This recognition is given by a Knight in good standing who vouchsafes that this commitment has been made and is real, in the name of Chivalry-Now’s Council of Knights. It asserts beyond question that the new Knight has a firm understanding of the tenets of Chivalry-Now and the character qualities to bring them to life.
    Although every Knight retains the power to bequeath Knighthood according to his or her own discretion, Council procedures require a minimum of 2 Knights who are in agreement on the candidate's qualifications before the invitation is given. A period of training and evaluation then follows, facilitated by a mentor Knight in collaboration with a second. 
    Contributing factors to be considered in this evaluation are many, including advocacy for Chivalry-Now, military service, voluntary work, a career in helping others, familiarity with the martial arts and related philosophies, literary or artistic achievements, and courteous behavior. The evaluation process is flexible in these criteria. We invite creative participation.
    Please remember, however, there is no guarantee that partaking in the Path to Knighthood Program will result in the accolade for anyone.
For those who aspire for Knighthood, begin by studying the material presented in our manuals, on the web site and in our open forum. Learn as much as you can about the fundamental concepts upon which Chivalry-Now is based. Become fluent with them. If, after much soul-searching, you feel that you have already made the commitment to chivalry in your heart, communicate your wishes to the Council Knight of your choice. If he or she considers you ready, your request will be forwarded to the Council of Knights for consideration. If deemed appropriate, an invitation will follow and a mentor Knight and second assigned.
    Like the path of any quest, no specific result or timeline is guaranteed. It all depends on your own efforts and development.
    When two Knights consider you ready, an invitation to Knighthood will be extended by the Council. At this point, the acolyte will enter a period of contemplation, no less than a week, for the aspiring Knight to decide in his or her heart the readiness for this solemn commitment. Once a decision of readiness is made, the dubbing process will be scheduled.
    Once dubbed as a Knight Errant, the new Knight will then be listed as a member of the Council of Knights, which grants the right and privilege of partaking in Council decisions and mentoring other Companions into Knighthood.
Please Note: It is acceptable for a newly made Knight to decline membership in the Council of Knights. It is also possible for a member of the Council to resign from that station, and even disassociate from the fellowship altogether. A disassociated Knight retains the title of Knight. 












